CHAPTER   XIII
THE REPLIES OF  DEMOCRACY
I.  THE   REPLY  OF   RADICALISM:   " ALAIN "  AND
ANATOLE   FRANCE
THE weariness with negations which caused nationalism to
burst forth into the loud affirmations just discussed was not
confined to the believers in a golden age of order and authority;
it raised no less fervent and positive declarations of faith
among those who held the much-derided belief in progress.
Democracy might be dormant, but it was not dead. Not only
did it prove itself capable of inflicting upon its attackers blows
from which they had not yet recovered when the Great War
came to put a truce to internal divisions, but it challenged
both the new organizations and the reassertion of old doctrines
with organizations of its own and restatements, in modern
forms, of the "eternal principles of 1789." We have put the
title of this chapter in the plural because the resistance of
attacked democracy inevitably took more than one form, and
we have grouped here a number of strange bedfellows, linked
only by opposition of some kind to the doctrines of Barres or
Maurras.
The Dreyfusian reply to the Ligue de la Patrie franfaise
was the Ligue pour la Defense des Droits de PHomme et du
Citoyen, formed in the summer of 1898, largely as a protest
against the illegalities of the Zola trial. It was not a party
organization and claimed to represent all shades of genuinely
Republican opinion, but its passionate defence of laicity and
of Combism soon alienated all but impenitent anti-clericals,
while its advanced social attitude brought it strong Socialist
support, Jaures was a keen member, and the League was the
real pivot of the " Bloc des Gauches " which dominated French
politics from 1899 to 1905. It is still in active existence, the
rallying-ground of non-party politics of the Left.
The general philosophy for which the League stood found
its chief expression in two very different men, " Alain " and
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